St. Joseph’s Home and School Association Minutes

Thursday, September 8, 2011
School Library – 6:30PM

Attendees:  Linda Cooney, Mary MacGillis, Audrey Szews, Jean Klimek, Renee Weber, Mary Sue Larsen, Colleen Wirth,  Kim Bunzel, Cheryl Peura, Michelle Slawinski, Julie McKendry, Sue Hartt
Welcome:  The meeting opened at 6:40 PM with a prayer. 
Upcoming Meeting Dates:   October 6th, January 5th, and March 1st.
Treasurer’s Report:  The treasurer’s report will be delayed since statements were just sent to Mary Sue.  However, Mary Sue did report that 60% of the dues for Home and School were already in even though the due date is Sept. 16th.  Mary Sue, Linda, and Michelle met over the summer to discuss the budget, which was cut due to lack of sales for the May Flower Sale and a cut Pick-N-Save Round-up program.  Back-To-School Night was also discussed and funds for that are covered for this year.  High Interest Day is not until next year’s budget.  Future business to discuss:  Flower Sale.    


Principal’s Report:  The theme this year is FOLLOW THE SON.  The teachers gathered together for the first time this school year in late August.  The in-service day started off with Mass and a morning of reflection with the Superintendent of the Archdiocese, Dr. Kathleen Cepelka. Linda gave her a tour of the school and she was so impressed with the warm welcoming feeling.  She continued to be amazed at every classroom with the wonderful classroom environments our teachers provide for the children.  She left with a great impression of our school and was thrilled to see our increasing enrollment at 235 students.  Our school is also having a self-study done with an accreditation team coming in on Wed., Nov. 9th and Thurs., Nov. 10th.  We will need some Home and School members on-site to help.  They will need the library as their set-up station for their documentation.  Thank you to everyone who helped with the Back-To-School picnic.  It was a great turn-out and many new families appreciated the help with getting acquainted with the school.  Welcome Back Day was a success.  The flow of the day seemed to work well – with the family art project first, then the prayer service and finishing with the concert in the gym.  New students seem to be adjusting well.    
Upcoming Events:
· OctoberFest – October 23rd – Sandy Trythall is in charge – this is a huge event with games and activities for the kids and Christian Women get involved.  This is a parish fundraiser and Home and School is usually asked to help but Sandy has not contacted anyone.  

· Christmas Cookie House – December 3rd – this is the main fundraiser for Home and School
· Ladies Night Out – December 7th – this is a Christian Women dinner held at Alioto’s where women from both the parish and school get together and there is a huge raffle
Other Upcoming Items:

· Volunteer Forms – Sue has collected all the Home and School volunteer forms.  After September 16th when the forms are due, Sue and Linda will meet to discuss assignments.  No one volunteered for 1st and 8th grade Room Moms.    

· Spiritwear – Mary ordered Spiritwear.  It was decided to maybe wait for another order until after the first of the year when the students have another growth spurt instead of placing an order for Christmas presents.  A note from Mary Sue – please let everyone know that checks for Spiritwear will not be cashed until the order is sent in.

Possible Fundraising Ideas:

· Candy Sale – Gertrude Hawk candy could be a good fundraiser around Easter in April.

· St. Joe’s Night at Murf’s

· St Joe’s Night at Pizza Piccolla

· St. Joe’s Night at O’Sullivan’s

New Business:  It was discussed that more community-building events were needed.  Some suggestions were Open Gym Nights and dances such as Mother/Son or Father/Daughter.  Note:  Home and School will host Donut Sunday during Catholic Schools Week – January 29th.   
Action Items: 

· Linda will check with Beth about Back-To-School night and make sure volunteers are bringing what they need.

· Michelle already spoke to Gary about set-up for Back-To School Night.

· Michelle will speak to Sandy about OctoberFest.

· Linda will send out an email plea for Room Mom help for 1st and 8th grade.

· Linda will set up meeting with Sue about Room Mom assignments for the week of Sept. 19th. 
· Cheryl will check on candy sale info from Gertrude Hawk.
· Michelle will check on St. Joe’s Nights at some possible venues.

· Linda will make sure hard copies of events are sent home as well as mentioned in the newsletters.

· Michelle and Linda will set up a time to go over the Home and School binder for the accreditation team visit.

· Mary Sue already completed her cleaning of the health room and resource room of uniform sale extras.  

· Linda will order ice packs for the health room. 

The meeting adjourned at 7:35 PM.

Submitted by:  Renee Weber

